Letter template for herbal practitioners to send to Andy Burnham and copy to your MP.

Please base your letter on the below but personalise it if you can.

If you are not able to personalise it then it is far better to use the exact copy below than not to send a letter at all.

Please send the letter TODAY if you can, or if not then by Thursday 25th March.

Andy Burnham MP
Secretary of State for Health
Department of Health
Richmond House
79 Whitehall
London  SW1A 2NS

Date

Dear Mr. Burnham

Re. Statutory Regulation of Herbal Practitioners
I am a qualified, certified and practising herbal practitioner. I am a member of the Register of Chinese Herbal Medicine, which is a member association of the European Herbal and Traditional medicine Practitioners Association (EHTPA).

I am writing to you in response to a suggestion that I have heard that herbal practitioners are against statutory regulation. This is completely unfounded. I know that my professional body and the other professional associations within the EHTPA solidly support statutory regulation, as I do personally. I am aware however that a very small number of herbalists oppose statutory regulation and have initiated petitions and writing campaigns that have almost exclusively been supported by members of the public (not herbal practitioners) who oppose statutory regulation in principle since they believe (mistakenly) that this will reduce their access to the herbs they currently enjoy. The opposite is actually true - statutory regulation is the only means by which the public can continue to access the herbal medicines they depend upon to support their health. 

Secondly, I have heard that there is a possibility that you are considering abandoning statutory regulation in favour of a "light touch licensing scheme". Such a decision would be disastrous for herbal medicine users and for herbal practitioners. Only statutory regulation can achieve the following goals:

· Provide a high level of public protection by raising standards in herbal practitioner education and practice and by making practitioners fully accountable for their actions

· Protect the title of "herbalist" so that the public are able to identify bona fide practitioners

· Provide a credible register of herbal practitioners

· Establish herbal practitioners as "authorised healthcare professionals" so that they can continue to access a full range of herbal medicine products following the introduction of the Traditional Herbal Medicinal Products Directive (THMPD) in 2011. Failure to achieve this status would reduce public access to herbal products on which their health depends, threaten the viability of herbal manufacturers and herbal practices and give the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) an almighty problem in trying to devise a new form of herbal medicines regulation in the UK to deal with the crisis that would result from failure to statutorily regulate

· Achieve parity between herbal practitioners and other complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) practitioners who are currently statutorily regulated (osteopaths and chiropractors). Failure to statutorily regulate would create a two-tier system where some CAM practitioners are statutorily regulated whilst others are not. Such a situation cannot be justified and would only serve to confuse the public and undermine their confidence in a "light touch licensing scheme"

· Ensure that ethnic groups in the UK who rely upon traditional medicine practices such as Chinese Herbal Medicine continue to have access to the healthcare option of their choice

A "light touch licensing scheme" will not achieve these goals and is therefore totally inappropriate. The inadequacy of such a scheme should be particularly clear in the light of the recent tragic case of a patient who developed renal cancer after taking a herbal medicine product containing aristolochic acids - only statutory regulation would have prevented this case. 

You will be aware that the move to statutorily regulating herbal practitioners began in 2000 when the House of Lords recommended that acupuncture and herbal medicine practitioners should be statutorily regulated and the Government published a response supporting this. Statutory regulation has been the form of regulation that has been supported by both the Government and acupuncture and herbal practitioners over the decade since that point and was the form of regulation recommended by the Department of Health Steering Group Report in 2008. The possibility of a "light touch licensing scheme" was only introduced as an option in the consultation on the Steering Group Report - this option had no support from the Steering Group and has none from the acupuncture or herbal professions. Statutory regulation is the only form of regulation supported by acupuncture and herbal practitioners, and it is also supported by the Health Professions Council (HPC) and the MHRA.

You will understand that it would be unwise to attempt to force a form of regulation on a profession where the majority of the profession do not support that form of regulation. The vast majority of herbal practitioners (and acupuncture practitioners) do not support "light touch licensing" and this would make enforcing such a scheme highly problematic. 

Given the complexities around this issue it should be clear that statutory regulation actually represents the lightest touch (and least costly) form of regulation for herbal medicine since it best fits not only the requirement for public protection but also changes in herbal medicines legislation. A "light touch licensing scheme" would actually be nothing of the sort since it would require the MHRA to go to great lengths and great expense to invent a new system of herbal medicines regulation to fit such a licensing scheme. It would also require the costly construction of new regulatory architecture whereas statutory regulation would involve utilising the existing services of the HPC. 

Statutory regulation is the form of regulation that is most appropriate for herbal medicine practitioners and I urge you to consider carefully the points made above before reaching your decision on this extremely important issue which affects the healthcare of millions of people in the UK and the livelihoods of thousands of practitioners of herbal medicine and acupuncture.

Yours faithfully

Name

Cc: My MP: name here

